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11, 2001, and it didn’t end last night. We 
continue to fight, knowing that al- 
Qaida remains committed to attacking 
our homeland and our allies. We were 
reminded of this last week when police 
in Germany arrested three men associ-
ated with al-Qaida who were planning 
an attack there. 

Since the beginning of Operation En-
during Freedom, we have matched the 
terrorist threat with the valor of our 
armed services and counterterrorism 
professionals. The men and women of 
the Central Intelligence Agency’s 
Counterterrorism Center have unself-
ishly devoted themselves to preventing 
attacks against us and in hunting down 
bin Laden. Last night, their deter-
mined efforts met with success, and we 
are deeply grateful for their efforts. 

As for the broader war, the death of 
bin Laden may create the opportunity 
to renew our efforts with Pakistan to 
bring fresh pressure on al-Qaida’s sen-
ior leadership. President Obama noted 
in his remarks of last night that it is 
essential for Pakistan to join us in this 
fight. Today is the day to redouble our 
efforts in pursuit of al-Qaida. 

In the coming weeks and months, 
these same counterterrorism profes-
sionals will focus on determining what 
bin Laden’s death means for the threat 
posed by al-Qaida affiliates in Somalia, 
Yemen, North Africa, and for the re-
mainder of al-Qaida’s senior leadership. 
But today the world knows once again 
that wherever al-Qaida lurks—wher-
ever they lurk—we will find them. It 
may not be days from now; it may not 
be months. But those who plot harm to 
innocent Americans and our allies will 
be captured or killed. For them too jus-
tice will be done. 

Anyone who lived through the horror 
of 9/11 remembers exactly where they 
were on that terrible September day. 
Now they will remember where they 
were when they first heard the news 
that the man behind it had been killed 
by brave American forces inside Paki-
stan. We will remember where we were 
when, after years of effort, we finally 
got our man. America didn’t seek this 
fight; it came to us. But ever since 9/11, 
we have been determined to fight al- 
Qaida to the end. We knew from the 
start it would require patience and 
great sacrifice, and that effort has paid 
off. Thanks to the skill and persever-
ance of many brave men and women, 
we have done what we said. America 
has not wavered, it has not lost sight of 
the mission, and we will prevail. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business for debate only until 4:30 p.m., 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DEATH OF OSAMA BIN LADEN 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, it was a 
little less than 10 years ago that I was 
in northern Wyoming driving home. It 
was the day of September 11, 2001. On 
that drive home that evening, I heard 
the press report saying that Osama bin 
Laden was behind the terrorist attack 
on the trade center, the Pentagon, and 
in that field in Pennsylvania where the 
plane went down. I said to myself then 
that it was just a matter of time before 
the United States would catch him and 
justice would be served. 

Mr. President, across the remote 
mountains and dingy suburbs of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, thousands of 
American troops dedicated themselves 
to stamping out Osama bin Laden and 
the evil he defined. All of those Ameri-
cans made painful sacrifices at home, 
and many still are. Many are strug-
gling with injuries, seen and unseen, 
and thousands have given their pre-
cious lives. 

Of course, we will never forget the in-
nocent lives taken in cold blood on 
that day of September 11, 2001. We all 
know how that day changed the course 
of world history. One man was behind 
it all. We have hunted him for the bet-
ter part of a decade. 

Now, thanks to the hard, diligent 
work of America’s Special Forces and 
intelligence agents, that man is dead. 
At long last, catching him in a corner, 
a handful of American troops delivered 
justice to the entire world. 

The price for Osama bin Laden’s 
death was enormous. Although yester-
day’s precision strike was executed by 
the toughest, smartest, and most effec-
tive special operations force on Earth, 
its justice is the result of all the count-
less soldiers, marines, airmen, sailors, 
and intelligence agents and their fami-
lies who went ‘‘all in’’ for us over the 
past decade. 

This country—now and among future 
generations—will never forget their 
sacrifices. 

Thirty-six Montanans have been 
killed in worldwide operations since 9/ 
11. Dozens more have been seriously 
wounded, and a few were longtime serv-
icemembers, but many of them joined 
the military specifically because of 
that awful day and what happened on 
September 11, 2001. 

We are so thankful to them for all 
they gave and for all their families 
gave. 

While Osama bin Laden’s death is a 
true victory, our vigilance in the 

worldwide fight against terrorism 
doesn’t end here. The hundreds of Mon-
tanans still serving abroad today re-
mind us of that every day. 

Yesterday we blotted out Osama bin 
Laden forever, and that will make our 
world safer. But working together with 
the international community, our Na-
tion will continue to be steadfast in 
our commitment to security, safety, 
and opportunity for all Americans. 

Security and opportunity and free-
dom aren’t just American values, they 
are human values. As Americans, we 
will never be afraid to fight for them. 

In the days and months ahead, I ex-
pect we will refine and recalibrate the 
future of U.S. involvement in Afghani-
stan. As this next chapter unfolds, my 
thoughts and prayers will always re-
main with the hundreds of Montanans 
serving there. We are grateful for their 
service. We are anxious to bring them 
home. 

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to deliver a very difficult speech. 
This will be my farewell speech to the 
Senate. Serving as Nevada’s 24th Sen-
ator has truly been the greatest profes-
sional privilege of my life. Growing up 
with a single mom in very humble sur-
roundings, I simply never imagined 
that one day I would end up as a Mem-
ber of such an august body. 

Unfortunately, the amazing experi-
ences that stem from the more than 10 
years of my Senate service cannot be 
summed up in one single speech. I owe 
a humble thank you to many people 
who helped to get me here and who 
have helped me serve effectively, from 
campaign volunteers, staff, and donors, 
to some of the best people with whom 
I have ever worked, my Senate staff. I 
cannot thank you enough for the honor 
of the past many years. Each of you 
has helped me to achieve more than my 
individual talents alone could have 
ever accomplished. When I look back 
over my time, both here and in the 
House of Representatives, I am very 
proud of the many accomplishments 
that we together have been able to 
achieve. I wish to take a moment to 
mention a few. 

The beauty of the State of Nevada 
has been greatly enhanced and pro-
tected for the enjoyment of future gen-
erations because of my work in author-
ing the Southern Nevada Public Land 
Management Act and several other im-
portant lands bills. Because of these 
lands bills, Nevada has been able to 
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